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AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL NOTES OP MATTHEW PEATT, 

PAINTER 

CONTRIBUTED BY CHARLES HENRY HART. 

" Copies of memorandums made by Matthew Pratt, in his 
own handwriting, and given to Thomas Pratt, his son, being 
incidents of the family history." 

" Matthew Pratt son to Henry and Rebecca Pratt was 
born between Walnut and Chestnut streets at 8 o'clock in 
the morning, in a house that stood at the corner of Taylor's 
Alley, on the lot where Robert Smith, merchant, built him- 
self a fine house and in which he now lives. 

"173 4-, September 23rd. born — at three years of age was 
inoculated for Small Pox by Mr. Philip Syng and had it 
very favorable. 

" 1744- — Wrote sixteen different handwritings under Mr. 
Stephen Vidal who kept a boarding school for youths in 
Philada. 

"1747. — Wrote another piece of sixteen different hand- 
writings, under same tuition school near Chestnut in Sec- 
ond street. 

"1749.— My father Henry Pratt died 31st Jany. 1749 
aged 40 years and 9 months, with gout in the head and 
stomach. 

" 174-9. — Went apprentice to my uncle James Claypoole, 
Limner and Painter in general — served my time out 6 years 
and 8 months. 

" 1755. — Set my trade up, in company with Francis Fos- 
ter, and followed it till the month of October 1757, when I 
left him, to carry my trade on, in my absence, whilst I went 
a Trading voyage to Jamaica. But I got taken, in our 
voyage, by a French Privateer, in sight of the Island, who 
kept us in company, on the south side of Cuba till the 6th 
day, when we were retaken by a Jamaica Privateer, and 
sent into Lucia the Port we were first bound to, and after 
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spending 6 months in Jamaica, very agreeably, at Col. Rob- 
ert Haughton's seat in the parish of Hanover, by invitation, 
and having lost by the French Privateer one half of what 
was left, we happened to arrive at such markets as made us 
whole, when we returned to Philada. Tho' by the misfor- 
tune of my Limes, which I had brought home, being all 
rotten, I lost the advantage I should otherwise have made, 
as Limes would have made me a good gainer, as they were 
at $20. the barrel in Philada. and had not cost me more 
than $1. per Barrel. 

" 1758. — I arrived in Philada. in May, when I began to 
practice portrait painting. Took suitable Rooms at George 
Claypoole's, and met with great encouragement, having full 
employ, and much to my satisfaction ; making money fast, 
with the approbation of every employer, and in August 
1760, I married Elizabeth, the daughter of Mr. Charles 
Moore, Hatter and Wholesale Dry Goods Merchant of 
Philada. with whom I received some money, and household 
furniture complete to begin housekeeping. 

" 1761. — My first son Henry Charles Pratt was born on 
the 14th May at Philadelphia in Market St. near 4th. 

"1762. — My mother died Aug. 1st aged 50 years and 8 
months, she was the daughter of Joseph Claypoole, of the 
city of Philada. Joiner and Cabinet Maker, born 26th Nov. 
1710 in Walnut St. at a house owned by the Revd. Archibald 
Cummings, of my said Grandfathers, and at 15 years of age 
was married to my father Henry Pratt, in Christ Church 
Philada. in May 1727. By whom he had 10 children (as 
pr. Register) of whom she carefully raised seven — who all 
married, and raised children to themselves, as per Family 
Register viz : Hannah, Matthew, Rebecca, Joseph, Charles, 
Thomas, Deborah. 

"1763. — My second son was born on the 10 Septr. who 
died aged 11 months, viz. Charles. 

" 1764.. — June the 24th I took my departure from Phila. in 
company with Miss Betsy Shewell and Mr. John West, 
father to the famous Benj'n West, bound to London, where 
we arrived in a passage of 28 days. 
Vol. xix. — 31 
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" In a few weeks after our arrival, I had the pleasure of 
officiating as a father in the marriage ceremony at St. Mar- 
tin's Church, in the Strand, in joining Miss Shewell to Mr. 
Benja'n West as a wife. They having been engaged to each 
other in Phila. 3 years before our leaving it ; — To the entire 
satisfaction of all their friends and relatives. And after the 
ceremony in the Church, we visited all Mr. West's relatives ; 
viz : Old Mr. West's sister, then living at Marborough, near 
Thames in Oxfordshire. And Mr. Thomas West's family at 
Reading in Berkshire, who is a very respectable member of 
the Society of Friends &c. 

"After spending some weeks in our journey visiting 
Windsor Castle, Oxford, and all that was worth going to see 
in the Country, we returned to the City, where Mr. Benjn 
West had a very elegant house, completely fitted up, to ac- 
commodate a very large family, and where he followed his 
occupation, in great repute, as a Historical & Portrait 
painter. And where he kindly accommodated me with 
Rooms, and rendered me every good & kind office he could 
bestow on me, as if I was his Father, friend and brother. 

" The old gentleman stayed with his sister at Marborough 
some time, and also with his son at Reading, and then 
visited us at London, as he inclined to pass his time be- 
tween one or the other of. us, till after I had continued 2 
years and 6 months in London, and 18 months in the city of 
Bristol, where I practiced to much advantage in my profes- 
sional line. 

" 1766. — March the 20th I took my departure from Bristol 
in company with young Mr. Reed and Dr. Slade, on board 
the Brig Concord, Captn Joseph Volance; had a very agree- 
able passage to Philada. where we arrived. 

"1768. — May 30th. began my professional line at the 
corner of Front and Pine st., where I met with my old and 
good friend, the Revd. Thomas Barton, of Lancaster, who 
came purposely to introduce me to Governor Hamilton, 
Governor Johnson, Mr. Jno. Dickinson, Mr. Saml. Powel, 
and all the Willing family, the clergy &c, among whom I 
met with full employ for 2 years ; when I was informed of 
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an advertisement in the Public papers, of a Legacy coming 
due to my Wife, from her mother's relations in Carlingford, 
in Ireland, and left in the care of Arch deacon Congreve of 
that place. After which I took all the necessary papers, 
with proofs of my wife's right, and the best of Letters of 
recommendation to many of the different Clergy of that 
Country, and departed for Newry in company with Mr. 
Joseph Reed, Attorney at Law, who took that route to get 
to London, for his wife. "We left Philada. 12 March. 

" 1770. — We left Delaware Capes and had a most agree- 
able passage with Mr. Reed, (who was afterwards Governor 
of Penna.) 

"April 13th. arrived off Cape Clear, Ireland. 

" April 15th. landed at Kingsale. Mr. Reed wrote to his 
friends in London. 

"April 17th. we arrived and landed at Newry, where Mr. 
Reed parted with me to go to London ; and I proceeded to 
Carlingford, and found the Revd. Arch Deacon Congreve, 
was then in Dublin, Ireland. To Newry, and from thence 
went to find John Pringle's brother, with whom I had some 
business. 

" Passed thro' Armagh, Culloden, Tyngan &c. Returned 
to Newry and posted with Mr. M°Culloch of Philada. and 
set off for Dublin, with a Mr. M°Callister on horseback 
thro' Dundalk & Drogheda, crossed the river Boyne, near 
the monument to the memory of the Battle of the Boyne, 
where Oliver Cromwell, fortified a remarkable hill that over- 
looked and commanded the Town of Drogheda, a place of 
great trade, a handsome, pretty large sea-port town, with a 
strong fort, parallels &c. Lodged at Drogheda on the 27th. 
of April ; on the 28th. took a round thro' the Town. 

•" 1770.— April 28th. This morning I observed that Drog- 
heda was a good sea-port town — That the river is narrow 
— Some shipping in the Harbor, with a pretty strong Fort, 
and a handsome Parade and Barracks. The town seems 
very full of business, a good Custom House, Mayoralty, 
many handsome, good houses and substantial; a Trading 
people, with some marks of opulence. There is the finest 



464 Autobiographical Notes of Matthew Pratt, Painter. 

of fresh Salmon caught in the river. On the opposite side, 
is a very high, steep hill, which overlooks the Town, on 
which is erected an old Fortification, said to have heen built 
by Oliver Cromwell, by which he reduced Drogheda to sub- 
jugation. From this Hill, I saw the place where the Monu- 
ment stood, in memory of the famous Battle of the Boyne, 
about 2 miles off" on the River side. 

" April 28th, in the evening got to Dublin, and next day, 
went in search for the Arch Deacon Congreve, and by the 
direction I had from his Chaplain, at Carlingford, soon 
found him, delivered my letters of recommendation to him, 
and opened my business. Found him a very venerable, 
good looking gentleman, and exceedingly polite and con- 
descending; sat some time with him and made an appoint- 
ment for another day. 

" Then I proceeded to Arch Deacon, D r Isaac Mann's 
near the College, where after I had delivered him my letters 
of Recommendation, and was introduced to his Lady and 
two Daughters, they insisted on my staying to dinner, in so 
very polite and friendly manner, that I accepted their in- 
vitation, and was made very happy all that day by the 
attention they individually bestowed on me, and obliging 
me to promise to visit them, every time I could spare to 
call that way. The young ladies, between 15 & 20 were 
pleased to show me some specimens of their own drawings, 
on paper and silks, of different kinds, and some very ele- 
gant needle work on chairs, sofas, fire-screens, and pictures. 
And some most elegant and grand chairs, with the backs 
and seats worked in large flowers, in proper colors, with 
silk, on a black ground, being the work of the old lady and 
her daughters united. A work of great time and attention, 
of great value for neatness and elegance of taste ; superior 
to any thing of the kind I have ever seen. Here I was 
induced to form a most agreeable intimacy, that was highly 
gratifying to me, whilst I stayed in Dublin : For I never 
called but he, himself, would take me about to see some- 
thing, that but for his presence, I would not have expected 
to have got admission to, viz. Thro, the College apart- 
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ments — Public buildings and Gardens — some Noblemen's 
Collections of Pictures — The Lord Lieutenant's collection at 
the Castle &c. In short, he made me appoint day after day 
to call on him for these purposes. And when I was assured 
I should find a plate at his table always ready laid for me. 

" Thus kindly treated, without any other motive than the 
pleasure he was determined to take in being kind to me 
whilst I stayed in Dublin, I could not tell how to return 
him a compliment any way suitable, but by pressing him to 
sit to me for his own picture, which by the intercession of 
his Daughters, he consented at last to do. In which I was 
very lucky, in executing to general satisfaction. I painted 
it at full length, as large as life, in his Canonicals & Robes, 
and took a lucky opportunity that offered itself at that 
time, of placing it in a public exhibition, that was to be 
made by the Society of Artists of the city of Dublin, in the 
present month. At which the Society readily agreed to 
give it a conspicuous situation, out of respect to the Doctor's 
general good character, and particularly from my introduc- 
tion to one of the principal Directors, with whom I had 
many friendly interviews at the Director's house, where I 
painted it at the Doctor's desire. 

" The Director took me with him among the artists 
often, and frequently to his own house at breakfast, dinners 
&e. I had the pleasure of being presented with a Catalogue 
& ticket of admission to the Exhibition, while it lasted, and 
could have formed an opening to a good run of business, if 
my pre-engagements would have admitted my stay in Dub- 
lin. But as soon as I settled my affairs with Arch Deacon 
Congreve, and painted Mrs. Besic's picture, with whom I 
lodged, I left Dublin on Friday June the 8th 1770, in a 
Packet Brig, Captn Troy. Saturday June the 9th. landed 
at Park Gate, in England, got to Liverpool that afternoon 
and took my departure, with Mr. Archd. M°Culloch, the 
person I came over with — the vessel is to sail in about two 
weeks. Here I painted a picture for Mr. M°Culloch and 4 
or 5 others before Sunday June 24th. when we sailed from 
Liverpool, to touch at Cork, where I spent some days in 
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recreating around the City of Cork and its neighborhood. 
To ship at Cove near Cork, and just as we were going off in 
our boat, were accosted by a young woman in great distress, 
wanting a passage to Philada. where she said she had a 
Father, and brothers and sisters well to live. Mr. M°Culloch 
knew her family and connections, but objected to give her 
a passage, as she had married a worthless Irishman who took 
her over to Ireland, and left her at Cove, where we found 
her, in the utmost distress imaginable. 

"Mr. M c Culloch said her Father would not be obliged 
to any one that should take her home again, as she had mar- 
ried against her Father's consent, and as she had always 
been a bad girl. Which appeared to me to be so unfeel- 
ing and inhuman in him, that I told him I would under- 
take to pay her passage, if he would not. And as I had 
some guineas in my pocket, I gave her money to get what 
necessary clothing she could procure for her immediate 
wants. We waited for a short time before she came down 
to the Boat, with a cheerful heart, and jumped on board 
ready to burst with gratitude, for her deliverance from 
misery unspeakable. She behaved herself well all the 
passage over, and returned to her family without their 
knowledge of her late distressed situation." 

Memoranda of Thomas Pratt in reference to his father Matthew 

Pratt. 

" I think about the year 1785, the Fine Arts were very 
poorly encouraged in Philada., and during which time, my 
Father, having little to do in that line, was prevailed upon 
by a number of his particular friends to paint some signs, 
and he consented thereto. 

" The first which he painted was a very large one called 
' The representation of the Constitution of 1788,' which 
contained excellent portraits of the Gentlemen composing 
that Convention. And which was hung up at the south- 
west corner of Chestnut and Fourth Sts., where the Phila- 
delphia Bank was afterwards erected. Which attracted 
much attention. Persons pointing out particular likenesses, 
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such as Washington and others. At the bottom of which, 
the following lines were written by ray Father. 

" ' Those 38 great men have signed a powerful Deed 
That better times to us, should very soon succeed.' 

" Another sign called the ' Fox Chase,' was hung up in 
Arch St., on the north side above 6th St. at a House kept 
by Mr. Brown, representing in ' Full View.' The gentle- 
men on horseback, in full pursuit of the Fox, with a full 
pack of Hounds, and was much admired. The following 
lines appeared at the bottom of the sign by Matthew Pratt. 

" ' Our Hounds are good and horses too, 
The Buck is quite run down, 
Call off the Hounds, and let them blow, 
Whilst we regale with Brown.' 

" Another sign was hung up at the old ' Lebanon Garden,' 
at the S. East corner of South & Tenth Sts. Philada. Rep- 
resenting on one side a ship in a ' Still Calm' at sea, and on 
the other side Neptune, in his triumphant car, riding thro, 
the Sea. With the following lines at the bottom of the 
sign : 

" ' Neptune in his triumphant car, 
Commands the ocean to be silent, 
While universal calm succeeds.' 

" On the other side of the sign were these lines : 

" ' Of the Waters of " Lebanon"— 
Coffee, chocolate and Tea, 
And kind entertainments 
By John McGawey.' 

" And also another sign representing a ' Game Cock,' 
which was hung in front of a two story house south side of 
Spruce St. above Front St. This sign was more generally 
admired, than any thing of the kind ever exhibited in 
Philada. Upon the removal of the person from the place, 
it was retouched by some person and completely spoiled. 
It was afterwards hung up in the neighborhood of the 
Navy Yard." 



